2010 / 2011 President’s Report

In 2010 we received notice of the funding we were to receive from the Columbia Basin Trust.  These funds were to go towards training, specifically online courses mainly concentrating on needs of the dying as well as loss and grief.  Hospice volunteers began taking courses in October 2010.  To date we have had 8 volunteers take a total of 20 courses.  Three volunteers are signed up to take two more courses on May 10th and July 10.  So far we have spent $6,114.35 of the $7600.00 we received from the C.B.T. The funds were spent on the courses and support material such as books, DVDs and podcast subscriptions.  Normally the grant funds must be spent by May 31st the year following the year we receive the funds.  The courses did not start until September 2010 and volunteer’s schedules did not allow for some courses to be taken when offered so Hospice requested and received an extension on the spending deadline. The remaining funds of approximately $1,400.00 must be spent by December 31st 2011. I wish to extend a sincere thank you to everyone who attended the community presentations to pitch our grant concept to the affected areas in the grant process. 

In 2010 Elk Valley Hospice (Fernie & Area) was the recipient of a $12,500.00 Community Award given to us by the East Kootenay Community Credit Union and their members.  There was quite an elimination process for the grant and I would especially like to thank the Hospice members who contributed to the process. I am not naming names because I don’t want to run the risk of forgetting anyone but you know who you are and I truly appreciate your help. Hospice was to match the funds given to us by the credit union. The community grant monies were to be used to facilitate a grief circle and purchase a bed for the palliative care room in the Elk Valley Hospital.  Thank you to Sharon Switzer and Lorie Parsons for holding the grief circle in the fall of 2010 in Jaffray.  This can be difficult and draining work so thank you so much ladies for doing this for those in need in our communities. In March of 2011we were finally able to purchase a bed for room 45, the palliative care room, at the hospital.  The bed and mattress cost $14,582.00.  At the end of this fiscal year we still have approximately $6,900.00 of the grant and matching money to spend.  Originally we thought we would be able to purchase a second, reconditioned, bed and mattress for $6,000.00 but it turned out that the information was incorrect.  We are now looking into effective way to spend the remaining $6,000.00. 

In May Donna-Marie Young organized a very successful Italian Supper.  In one day we raised slightly over $900.00, a resounding success.  The event was such a success that we are looking at making it a yearly event.  This year Iris Hoath has taken on the burden of organizing the Pasta Dinner.  Thank you to both of you ladies and all the other volunteers who helped with last years dinner and are helping this year to pull off what we expect will be another successful fundraising event.

In July of 2010 the directors held meetings to set the course for our organization.  Among other thing, they worked on fine tuning our Policies and Procedures, and our Vision and Mission Statement.  The have committed to meeting on a regular basis to help guide us through our journey.  

Lorie Parsons and Sharon Switzer organized, again this year the, Tree of Life and Remembrance service held at the Senior Centre.  It was a very touching and moving service.  Unfortunately due to the weather and other circumstances the service was not as well attended this year as in the past and donations were down as a result.  None the less, thank you to all of those who assisted in making this event a very special one for all attendees.  

Carol Holder, as education coordinator, along with other established volunteers conducted a very successful education course in the early spring.  The course was held at the College of the Rockies with 8 students enrolled and successfully completing the course.  Thank you to everyone who assisted by teaching segments of the course. 

Last year Lorie Parsons held a fundraiser to purchase a cart for Lilac Terrace.  I am happy to report the cart has been purchased and installed at Lilac Terrace.  We received a very nice thank you card from the staff.

Thank you Nicole Gris-Frank for your tireless dedication every day calling into the hospice line to check if clients had called for assistance.  Also thank you for contacting clients or family members to interview them to assess their needs.  Also thank you Maureen Giesbrecht for filling in when Nicole was away. Sadly, Nicole has put out the word that she will not be able to continue as volunteer coordinator.  Thankfully Jeri Mitchell and Patti Ohm have stepped in to take her place.  Jeri and Patti are busy in the summer months so we are looking to have someone take over the coordinator position during that time and beyond.  Fortunately or unfortunately depending on one’s point of view, we have had only one client this past year.  I have spoken to hospital staff to find out if there were any patients were palliating without the support of family or friends.  I was assured that at least the past 5 patients were not elderly and probably because of that fact had family and friends supporting them as they were palliating.  I guess that is one of the good things about living in such a close community.  There is more often than not loving and caring friends and family nearby to support you in your time of need.  It is also good to know that if loved ones are not nearby our volunteers and willing and able to help.

In April, Jane Clark, our new spiritual contact, invited hospice to attend a service to talk to the congregation.  Jane thought it would be a good way to reach out to people to tell them about hospice.   Carol Rollick and I attended the service.  Carol gave a talk, which was very well received.  A few of the congregation expressed an interest in volunteering with hospice in the future.  Thank you Jane for your invitation.  It was a wonderful idea and one we will take to other congregations in the future.

I think I have covered just about all of our accomplishments for 2010 / 2011.  I hope I haven’t missed anything or anyone.  It has been a pleasure and an honour to serve with all of you this past year, such amazingly thoughtful and caring individuals.  Thank you for putting your trust in me these past two years.  I have enjoyed every minute.  

Stephanie Rogers,

President, Elk Valley Hospice (Fernie & Area)

